[Chordomas. Excision of a lumbar chordoma: 2 1/2 years survival without signs of recurrence and without functional complications].
In connection with surgical removal of a chordoma in the lumbar region by large excision, followed by 31-month survival of the patient without complications, personal experience of 8 chordomas operated on over the last 20 years is reported. The authors believe their observations show the value of active surgical treatment combined with radiotherapy, which has a palliative effect on the pain and slows the evolution of the tumor. The effectiveness of surgical treatment and radiotherapy leads the authors to challenge the negative attitude generally taken towards the treatment of this condition and to adopt a position of moderate optimism.